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into the top of each one, and people's names are burned

into the sides.

Before, the air was filied with cold and fog, but now-

it's fi1led r,vith the magic of v,hm couldbe.

Some people open the boxes right away, quickly un-

n'ing the red velvet ribbons that seal the wood in place

of locks. Others take their time. Boxes like these have

ne'v-er just appeared across Valenda before Many people

wish to savor the moment as they bring their pretty

boxes inside cottages and castles and fats overlooking

snow-covered streets fu1lof peddlers who now all wish

to go home and see if theyve received boxes as well.

It's this wishing, this wonder, that seeps into the

rvood of the box, dropping down to the invitation in-

side, so that when the lid is lifted, the sheet inside ap-

pears blank at first.

Then. . .

The page crackles like a 1og in a flre about to break.

There's a spark, asizzle,and a tinypop oflight that comes

from the center of the sheet. The light spreads like a fire-

work, covering the page in shimmering golden script:
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city, turning it into an enormous swirling snow globe.

I swear it on my grandpappy s teeth!"

The swearing wouldn't be necessary

Even before the Great Holiday began, ships had al-

ready stopped arriving at Valenda's port. Although few

people noticed this amid all the holiday f,uss and merri-

ment.

There was only one young sailor at the docks who

thought himself too sensible for holiday cheer. He was

only seventeen, but he wore a smart nar,y hat that made

him a full two inches taller.

Unlike the rest in the city, who all seemed to have

their heads stuck in candy cane clouds, this sensible

sailor had noticed the missing ships, and he d gone offto

find another levelheaded person to tell. He d marched

importantly through the disturbingly festive port with

a list of ships that had failed to arrive.

He wasn't going to be distracted by all the larger-

than-life candy canes that now lined the streets, the

spiced cider carts that seemed to be everywhere, or the

people spontaneously breaking into song.

But then he sawic

was an enofmous glni

smoke out of a chim:

intricate white icing.

The sailor stopped

It was just like the

make-tho"ghhir g"
namon smoke, andhe

far too small to step

was there. The pastel

roof the sparkling si

large windows, tlre su.

candies lining the or-e

For a full minute. t
It had been two F

passed. And itwas easi

idaywasn't happening

The sailorfinalh-sh

ofwhathe needed to dr

ships. But then the gir

he swore he heard his
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really didn't waxt to s:

his favorite cookies.

He also might har-e

Pierre's was one of

spread after the Great

But the most popu

of Princess Donatella

hot chocolate and your favorite cookies."

The scent of butterspice stars u'ith nutmeg icing

wafted through the air.

Couldshereallybekere? thought Pierre. It was not a sen-

sible thing to think. But Pierre uras starting to think

that being sensible during the Great Holiday was actu-

ally quite foolish.

"Come inside, sweet boy" Granny called.

What else was there for Pierre to do?

He coulcln't resist seeing Granny once more. And he
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Great H

A11 Tella knew s-a:

Eve and. . .

It was snowing insi

Tella briefly stop

skirts swished around
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